
 

 

 
 

pecial education.  The law defines children 

requiring special education as persons under twenty-one years of age, including children under 

five years of age, who have a disability in obtaining an education because of a head injury, 

autism, behavioral disorder, or physical, mental, communication, or learning disability, as 

defined by the rules of the department of education.  If a child requiring special education 

reaches the age of twenty-one during an academic year, the child may elect to receive special 

education services until the end of the academic year. 

 

All references in this policy or any other policy to special education continuing “to age twenty-

one” shall be construed to include children who elect to finish the school year in which they turn 

twenty-one and to include children for whom additional special education is ordered pursuant to 

the terms of Iowa Code § 256B.8. 



1.  

2.  

 

The amendments to the IDEA regulations that became effective on December 31, 2008, are the 

policy of the State of Iowa.  

 

It is the policy of the State of Iowa that, should federal statute or regulation be amended to add a 

mandatory provision not contained in these policies or add a new prohibition of an activity 

required or permitted by these policies, these policies shall be construed to be consistent with 

the new federal statute or regulation, pending amendment of these policies. 


